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THE  ANNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  ^ 


By  RICHARD  H.  HARTE,  M.D. 


It  has  been  a  time-honored  custom  in  this  College  for  your 
President  in  his  annual  address  to  review  the  work  of  this  body  for 
the  year  just  completed. 

Before  doing  so  I  feel  I  must  cra^'e  your  indulgence  for  permitting 
my  absence  in  the  winter  from  a  number  of  meetings  and  relegating 
my  duties  to  your  honorable  Vice-President,  Dr.  Taylor.  My 
excuse  for-my  absence  was  the  urgency  of  the  call  and  the  need  of 
assistance  incident  to  the  terrible  conflict  which  is  at  present  rend- 
ing Europe  asunder.  The  American  Ambulance  in  Paris,  a  hos- 
pital supported  by  a  group  of  patriotic  Americans,  has  depended 
almost  entirely  upon  the  efforts  of  the  Pennsyhania  Hospital  and 
those  interested  to  maintain  its  personnel  and  to  carry  on  the  active 
surgical  work  started  so  early  in  the  war  by  Dr.  Blake,  of  the  Ameri- 
can Committee.  The  success  that  has  been  attained  by  this  insti- 
tution for  the  care  of  the  wounded  and  for  the  ad^'ancement  of 
surgical  knowledge  is  due  to  the  splendid  supervision  of  our  own 
Fellow,  Dr.  Hutchinson,  who  has  been  the  dominating  influence  in 
the  hospital  now  for  almost  two  years.  The  records  and  the  experi- 
ence that  he  will  have  at  his  disposal  when  the  great  conflict  is 
ended  will  be  such,  I  think,  as  have  never  emanated  from  any 
military  hospital  before  in  history.  The  work  is  truly  American 
and  represents  the  best  surgical  efforts  of  our  country,  and  is 
regarded  by  those  who  are  competent  to  judge  as  a  monument  to 
American  energy,  skill  and  efficiency.  It  was  to  assist  in  filling  a 
gap  that  existed  at  the  time  in  the  personnel  of  the  staft'  of  the 
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American  Ambulance  Hospital  in  Paris  that  1  deserted  the  post 
with  which  you  have  honored  me. 

The  Sciextific  Busixess.  The  scientific  business  of  the  Col- 
lege for  the  year  just  completed  has  been  maintained  up  to  a  very 
high  standard.  Too  great  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  untiring 
efforts  of  yoiu"  Committee  on  Scientific  Business  who  have  arranged 
the  programs  in  June,  which  extend  to  the  meeting  in  the  following 
April.  As  our  scientific  meetings  have  been  of  considerable  length, 
the  Council  (to  obviate  this)  has  recommended  that  the  College 
hold  three  adjoiu'ned  meetings  in  the  year  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  thus  relieving  the  scientific  meetings  of  a  great  deal  of 
routine  work. 

A  public  lecture  which  taxed  the  seating  capacity  of  Mitchell 
Hall  was  given  by  Doctors  Lee  and  ^McCarthy,  fully  illustrated  by 
lantern  slides,  dealing  largely  with  the  work  of  the  American 
Ambulance  in  Paris  and  war  activities  on  the  French  line. 

The  roll  of  the  College  for  the  year  1916  consists  of  463  Fellows; 
18  Associate  Fellows,  American;  12  foreign  (making  a  total  of  30) ; 
5  Corresponding  Members.  Total,  498.  Of  the  463  Fellows,  424 
reside  in  Philadelphia  and  its  immediate  vicinity;  the  remaining 
30  are  non-resident.  The  College  has  lost  by  death  and  resignation 
11  Fellows  and  3  Associate  Fellows.  It  has  added  to  its  member- 
ship during  the  year  by  the  election  of  12  Fellows  and  2  Correspond- 
ing ^Members. 

Twenty  papers  have  been  read  at  the  stated  meetings  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  seven  gentlemen  not  Fellows  of  the  College  have  taken 
part.  Seven  of  the  papers  Avere  illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 
Three  IMemoirs  were  read:  one  by  Dr.  James  Tyson,  of  the  late 
Dr.  Morris  Longstreth;  one  by  Dr.  Abbott,  of  the  late  Surgeon- 
General  Dr.  George  ]M.  Sternberg;  and  one  by  Dr.  Holland,  of  tlsc 
late  Dr.  William  L.  Rodman.  It  is  with  pain  and  sorrow  that  we 
are  forced  to  look  at  our  long  list  of  Fellows  who  have  been  removed 
from  their  various  fields  of  activity.  They  have  left  behind  them 
an  indelible  imprint  on  the  pages  of  medicine  as  a  result  of  their 
labors  in  the  cause  of  science  and  humanity. 
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Necrology.     Duriiiii  the  year  we  have  h).st  by  deatli: 

Robert  X.  Willson,  a  graduate  of  the  I'niversity  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  class  of  1897,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1902,  died  January  1,  191G, 
aged  forty-three  years.  A  student  of  great  and  initiring  energy, 
deeply  interested  in  sociological  problems;  a  clinician  of  luuisual 
ability;  he  left  behind  many  friends  in  the  medical  wards  of  the 
Philadelphia  General  Hospital,  where  he  was  a  devoted  and  ardent 
worker. 

William  L.  Rodman,  graduated  from  the  Jefl'erson  [Medical  Col- 
lege in  the  class  of  1S79,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1900,  died  March  8  of 
pneumonia.  Dr.  Rodman  was  a  gentleman  of  charming  person- 
ality; a  skilled  surgeon,  a  brilliant  lecturer  and  a  teacher  of  the 
highest  order;  leaving  \"aluable  contributions  to  the  study  of 
mammary  tumors  and  gastric  idcer;  he  was  also  exceedingly'  active 
in  laying  plans  for  the  foundation  of  a  national  board  of  medical 
examiners.  His  memoir  has  been  read  by  Dr.  Holland,  and  full 
comments  made  of  the  valuable  services  he  rendered  to  the 
profession. 

Emlen  Physick,  graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
class  of  1878,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1909,  died  of  cerebral  hemorrhage 
March  21,  aged  fifty-se\en  years.  Dr.  Physick  was  a  grandson  of 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Philip  Sing  Physick,  often  spoken  of  as  the 
Nestor  of  American  Surgery.  Dr.  Physick  was  never  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  but  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  humane  treatment  of  animals.  He  possessed  a  kind  and 
generous  nature  and  was  belo\ed  by  those  who  came  in  contact 
with  him. 

Charles  Claxton,  graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsyhania 
in  the  class  of  1882;  died  of  pneumonia  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years.  Dr.  Claxton  was  at  one  time  a  resident  at  the  Episcopal 
Hospital.  After  leaving  there  he  traveled  extensively  in  India 
and  the  Orient,  and  upon  returning  to  Philadelphia  he  practised  in 
Germantown,  where  he  had  a  large  group  of  devoted  and  loyal 
patients. 

Norton  Downs,  graduate  of  the  Class  of  1888  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1893.     Died  on  April  5, 
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1916.  Dr.  Downs  was  ac'ti^'ely  interested  in  obstetrical  practice 
in  Germantown,  where  he  had  a  great  many  admiring  friends.  He 
retired  from  active  practice  early  in  life  and  devoted  himself  to 
rural  pursuits.  He  w^as  also  actively  interested  in  the  Philadelphia 
Zoological  Society,  where  he  was  a  Director  for  many  years. 

J.  William  White,  born  in  1850,  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  class  of  1871,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1878.  An 
accomplished  surgeon,  an  author  of  distinction,  a  teacher  of  unusual 
power,  an  extensive  traveler,  and  a  man  of  remarkable  personality 
and  force.  The  recipient  of  many  academic  honors,  for  thirty  years 
a  teacher  in  his  Alma  jVIater,  and  later  one  of  her  trustees.  We  will 
leave  to  his  biographer.  Dr.  Martin,  to  delineate  the  various 
activities  which  have  made  Dr.  White's  name  so  prominent  in  the 
world. 

Edward  L.  Duer,  graduated  from  the  l'ni^■ersity  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, class  of  1860,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1864.  Dr.  Duer  died  in 
Odessa,  Delaware,  in  his  eightieth  year.  He  was  a  surgeon  in  the 
Civil  War  and  afterward  devoted  himself  to  obstetrical  practice. 
He  was  at  one  time  obstetrician  to  the  Philadelphia  General  Hos- 
pital, gynecologist  to  the  Presbyterian  and  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Philadelphia  Polyclinic.  He  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice,  was  loyal  and  devoted  to  his  patients,  thoughtful  and 
considerate  of  his  brother-practitioners,  a  true  and  steadfast  friend. 
His  record  will  be  dealt  with  more  fully  by  his  biographer,  Dr. 
Girvin. 

Alexander  Williams  Biddle,  a  graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical 
College  in  1879,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1884,  and  died  suddenly  at  his 
summer  home  in  Islesboro,  Maine,  aged  sixty-five  years.  Dr. 
Biddle  was  never  actively  engaged  in  professional  work,  but  was  a 
man  of  great  charm,  was  thoughtful,  considerate,  and  beloved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Alexander  A.  Uhle,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
with  the  class  of  1898;  elected  a  Fellow  in  1904;  he  died  October  21, 
1916,  of  cocain  poisoning  incident  to  a  tonsilar  operation.  Dr. 
Uhle  was  actively  interested  in  genito-urinary  surgery;  an  inde- 
fatigable worker,  a  man  of  great  skill  and  of  a  charming  personality, 
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he  was  much  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  were  fortunate  enough 
to  know  him. 

David  Braden  Kyle,  graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical  College  in 
the  class  of  1891,  elected  a  Fellow  in  1897.  lie  was  professor  of 
laryngology  and  rhinology  at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  and  the 
author  of  a  standard  book  on  diseases  of  the  throat  and  nose  which 
has  passed  through  five  editions.  Dr.  Kyle  occupied  the  first  rank 
in  laryngology  and  was  honored  by  J)eing  made  President  of  the 
American  Laryngological  Association  and  the  American  Otological 
Association.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Otology  and 
Laryngology  of  the  College;  an  accomplished  laryngologist  and 
aurist;  was  earnest  in  his  work,  successful  in  results,  gi^'ing  so  far  as 
the  College  was  concerned  valuable  attention  to  the  development 
and  improvement  of  the  section  which  had  honored  him  by  making 
him  chairman.  He  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  and  won 
for  himself  many  friends  of  distinction,  who  admired  him  for  his 
kind,  genial,  and  generous  nature  as  well  as  his  ability  in  his 
profession. 

\'ictor  Alexander  Haden  Horsley,  elected  an  Associate  Fellow 
in  1903,  died  of  sunstroke  in  the  line  of  duty  in  ^lesopotamia  in 
July,  191G,  aged  sixty  years.  Horsley  has  occupied  such  a  promi- 
nent place  in  the  surgical  world  that  it  seems  fitting  that  more  than 
a  passing  note  should  be  made  at  this  time  of  his  marvelous  activi- 
ties. His  career  began  with  an  unbroken  line  of  academic  successes; 
he  has  been  the  recipient  of  many  degrees,  the  most  important 
being  that  of  Fellow  of  the  Ivoyal  Society,  in  recognition  of  the  work 
he  did  on  myxedema,  being  early  to  recognize  that  this  condition 
was  dependent  upon  the  absence  of  thyroid  secretions,  based  on 
the  material  that  he  collected  in  Switzerland.  As  a  result  of 
experimentation  on  monkeys,  he  began  early  to  sketch  out  a  sys- 
tematized work  on  brain  surgery.  As  a  cerebral  anatomist  and 
j)hysiologist  he  was  in  the  very  first  rank  in  experimental  research. 

A  leader  in  thought  and  action,  at  the  age  of  thirty  he  had  gained 
for  himself  an  extraordinary  position  because  of  his  original  work  in 
various  directions  on  the  common  ground  of  pathology  and  physi- 
ology.    He  did  more  than  any  other  person  to  clear  up  the  maze 
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and  uncertainty  in  which  intercranial  and  spinal  tumors  were  lost 
in  the  SO's.  His  contributions  to  neurological  surgery,  -and  espe- 
cially to  operations  on  the  Gasserian  ganglion,  were  alone  sufficient 
to  establish  for  him  a  world-wide  reputation.  He  devoted  much 
time  and  energy  to  politics,  being  an  advanced  liberal  and 
democrat.  An  ardent  advocate  of  temperance,  he  based  his  deduc- 
tions on  scientific  reasoning;  he  was  also  a  strong  believer  in  the 
cause  of  woman  suffrage. 

To  ha\e  known  Horsley  and  to  have  had  an  opportunity  to  watch 
him  study  and  diagnose  an  obscure  cerebral  case  was  in  itself  an 
inspiration.  The  deductions  obtained  were  not  the  composite 
finding  of  a  number  of  specialists,  but  the  result  of  his  own  investi- 
gations based  upon  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the 
ophthalmoscope  and  the  observation  in  the  minutest  detail  of  the 
skilled  neurologist.  His  unfailing  kindness  and  his  generosity 
endeared  him  to  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  his  influence. 
His  untimely  death  can  be  attributed  directly  to  his  patriotism; 
he  was  endeavoring  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  men  fighting  in 
Mesopotamia,  and  there  succumbed  to  the  climatic  conditions. 

L.  McLane  Tiffany,  elected  an  Associate  Fellow  in  1896,  died 
at  his  country  home,  Mt.  Custis,  Accomac  County,  ^'irginia,  in  his 
seventy-second  year.  He  was  at  one  time  professor  of  surgery  in 
the  Uni^'ersity  of  Maryland,  a  consultant  to  Johns  Hopkins  and 
other  hospitals  in  Baltimore;  a  distinguished  ex-president  of  the 
Southern  and  the  American  Surgical  Associations,  and  it  was 
through  the  latter  that  he  became  acquainted  and  endeared  to  so 
many  of  the  Fellows  in  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Tiffany  was  a  surgeon  of 
international  reputation;  his  many  valuable  contributions  to  sur- 
gical literature  would  of  themselves  have  conferred  eminence;  and 
his  work  in  the  treatment  of  compoiuid  fractures  has  left  a  decided 
mark  in  the  advancement  of  surgery.  He  represented  a  link  witli 
the  older  generation  of  the  profession  which  is  now  fast  passing 
away. 

Sir  Thomas  Lauder  Brunton,  ]\r.I).,  F.R.S.,  elected  an  Associate 
FelloAv  in  1894,  died  on  September  1().  In  early  life  he  attained 
recognition  as  an  experimental  investigator  in  the  action  of  drugs, 
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and  with  Sir  Joseph  Fayer  carried  on  very  extensive  studies  on 
snake  venom.  Probably  the  most  important  result  which  he 
obtained  from  his  experimentation  was  the  introduction  of  bloo<l- 
tension  lowering  drugs  into  practical  medicine.  He  was  the  author 
of  an  exhaustive  treatise  on  Thcrapcufics-  and  Pharmacology,  and 
was  a  firm  believer  in  the  efficiency  of  drugs.  He  was  honored  by 
the  Royal  Society  in  being  made  a  Fellow.  He  possessed  many  of 
the  characteristics  of  the  Scot,  and  was  a  dominating  factor  in 
every  case  wirh  which  he  came  in  contact. 

I  wish  also  to  speak  at  the  loss  that  we,  with  the  University  of 
Pennsyhania,  have  sustained  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Fckley  B. 
Coxe  (September  20),  to  whose  generosity  we  are  indebted  for  the 
property  now  known  as  the  Sinkler  ^Memorial  Garden,  and  not 
only  for  this,  but  as  a  liberal  donor  to  our  building  fund,  which 
helped  us  materially  in  the  erection  of  our  present  building.  ^Ir. 
Coxe  possessed  a  kind  and  generous  spirit,  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  advancement  of  all  scientific  undertakings,  and  it  was 
through  his  interest  and  liberality  that  the  University  was  able 
to  carry  on  the  excavations  and  research  work  in  the  East,  which 
has  added  so  much  w^ealth  to  the  collection  of  the  University 
Museum  of  Archeology. 

The  Library.  The  College  has  received  during  the  year  some 
very  valuable  editions  of  books  and  collections  of  silver.  A  hand- 
some silver  centerpiece  was  presented  by  Dr.  J.  C.  ^Yilson,  a  silver 
candelabra  by  Dr.  Ashton  and  the  gift  of  a  silver  punch-bowl  and 
six  cups  from  Dr.  de  Schweinitz.  Lady  Grace  Revere  Osier  pre- 
sented through  your  president,  while  he  was  at  Oxford,  a  silver 
mug  formerly  the  property  of  Prof.  Samuel  D.  Gross,  which  had 
been  presented  to  him  by  Dr.  Robley  Dunglison.  A  valuable  and 
practical  gift  of  six  dozen  pieces  of  table  silver  of  the  Georgian 
period  was  presented  to  the  College  for  use  in  the  dining-room. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  chairman  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, at  present  the  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library, 
including  the  bound  volumes  and  ir),:')(i7  unbound  reports  and 
transactions,  amount  to  llojiUC);  the  lunnber  of  unbound  theses 
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and  disseitations  8577,  and  the  number  of  unbound  pamphlets 
92,789.  Inchided  in  the  aboAe  total  there  ai'e  3479  \olumes  known 
as  "reserves,"  consisting  of  second  copies  of  some  of  the  more 
important  periodicals  published,  and  2993  volumes  more  or  less 
incomplete.  Duplicates  are  not  included  in  the  above  total  of  4968. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  Librarj^: 


Incomplete 

General  library. 

Bound. 

and  unbound. 

Total. 

General  Library- 

79,614 

2,946 

82,560 

Lewis  Library     .... 

13,596 

44 

13,640 

S.  D.  Gross  Library- 

3,559 

3 

3,562 

Library  of  the  Obstetrical 

Society  of  Philadelphia   . 

217 

217 

Making  a  total  of  99,979 

deceived  during  the  year  from  all  sources,  3936  volumes,  13,070 
pamphlets,  and   18,008  numbers  of  ^'arious  periodicals. 

The  total  increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  for  the  year  is 
245L 

Photographs  received  of  Fellows  of  the  College,  29.     Foreign,  1. 
Portraits  under  "Portraits  Listed,"  7577. 

The  indi\idual  donors  for  the  year  include  443,  representing 
892  distinct  presentations. 

The  total  number  of  Incunabula  at  the  present  time  is  193, 
six  volumes  having  been  added  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  a 
number  of  rare  volumes  purchased  from  the  "Rare  Book"'  fund. 
The  library  is  as  e^■er  indebted  to  the  generosity  of  Sir  William 
Osier  for  the  gift  of  some  very  interesting  and  rare  books. 

During  the  year  the  following  additions  have  been  made  to 
our  Incunabula. 

Incunabula 
(Total  number  of  incunabula  at  this  date,  193) 

Abiosus,  Joannes.  Dialogus  in  astrologise  defensionum.  Venice, 
Franciseus  Lapicida,  1494.     (Hain  24.] 

Very  rare  work,  and  the  only  work  printed  by  Lapicida.     This 

copy  was  bound  by  Riviere, 

Fund  for  Rare  Books. 
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Albucasis.  Iiicipit  liber  servitoris.  [Simple  medical  preparations.] 
Venetiis,  Nicolaus  Jenson,  1471.     [Copinger  3450.] 

Only  a  few  copies  known.  Very  valuable  from  a  tj^pographical 
point  of  view,  being  a  dated  Jenson  work  of  1471. 

Fund  for  Rare  Books. 

Alchabitius.  [Libellus  isagogicus  de  planetarum  conjunctionibus.] 
Venetiis,  Johannes  &  Gregorius  de  Gregoriis,  1491.     [Hain  618.] 

An  unusually  interesting  copy.  The  ordinary  edition  is  described 
by  Hain  618.  This  copy,  however,  has  a  number  of  pages  printed 
in  a  type  larger  than  that  used  in  the  bulk  of  the  work ;  and  the  first 
line  of  b  3  belongs  to  some  other  medical  book. 

Fund  for  Rare  Books. 

Benedictus,  A.  De  observatione  in  pestilentia.  Venetiis,  per  Johannem 
et  Gregorium  de  Gregoriis,  1493.     [Hain  807.] 

Fund  for  Rare  Books. 

Censorinus.     [De  die  natali.]    Bononia?,  Benedictus  Hectoris,   1497. 

jHain  4847.] 

Fund  for  Rare  Books. 

de  Thienis,  Gaietanus.  [RecoUect^e  super  viii  libb.  physicorum  Aris- 
totelis.]     [Tarvisium,  Hessen,  1474.]     [Hain  15496.] 

Important  and  little-known  work  by  the  third  printer  in  Treviso, 
who  printed  only  two  works. 

Fund  for  Rare  Books. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Librarx'  during  1916  was  5910 
and  the  corresponding  period  for  1915  was  8270,  a  decrease  of 
2360.  The  number  of  Fellows  of  the  College  visiting  the  Library 
(luring  1915  was  3263  and  during  1916,  1864,  a  decrease  of  1399. 

The  Library  has  been  kept  open  two  evenings  each  week  and 
the  legal  holidays  during  the  same  periods  of  time  as  the  preceding 
year. 

The  number  of  books  consulted  in  the  Library  in  1916  was 
18,808;  in  1915,  25,770;  a  decrease  of  6962. 

The  number  of  books  reported  as  consulted  in  the  Library 
included  only  those  on  demand.  Readers  have  access  to  the  bound 
volumes  kept  in  the  reading-room  and  the  Fellows  ha\-e  access 
to  the  book-stacks.  There  are  therefore  a  great  many  \olumes 
consulted  of  which  no  accurate  record  is  kept. 
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The  number  of  books  taken  out  during  1916  was  4553  and  1915 
4799,  a  decrease  of  266. 

12,791  unbound  pamphlets  and  reprints  have  been  subject- 
headed  and  arranged  alphabetically  by  subjects  and  by  authors 
under  the  subject.  The  work  of  making  this  important  change  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  unbound  pamphlets  and  reprints  is  now 
about  completed  and  the  binding  under  subjects  will  be  commenced 
early  during  the  coming  year. 

The  figures  in  the  report  compared  with  the  previous  year  show 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  visitors  of  2360  and  the  number  of 
visits  by  Pillows,  1399  and  the  number  of  books  consulted  ()962, 
and  the  number  of  books  taken  out  266. 

On  the  other  hand  the  study  rooms  show  a  decided  increase  in 
the  number  of  volumes  called  for  and  retained  in  these  rooms  for 
reference.  The  average  has  been  203  ^•()lumes,  an  average  increase 
of  28  over  the  previous  year. 

Naturally  the  question  arises  why  there  should  be  a  diminution 
in  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  Library,  and  also  the  number  of 
books  consulted  and  removed  by  the  Fellows.  The  effect  of  the 
European  war  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  regularly  our  periodi- 
cals and  new  books  has  been  gradually  recognized  by  the  medical 
public,  and  consequently  fewer  visitors  have  consulted  the  library, 
knowing  that  it  is  lacking  and  will  be  lacking  in  fresh  literary 
material  for  such  time  as  the  w'ar  lasts.  An  evidence  of  this  is 
emphasized  by  the  fact  that  no  periodicals  in  the  German  language 
have  been  received  since  IVIarch,  1916;  but  our  agents  state  that 
most  of  the  journals  are  being  published  and  a  copy  of  each  issue 
is  held  for  each  name  on  the  subscription  list  and  they  all  will  be 
delivered  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  completed. 

We  are  confident  that  since  the  beginning  of  the  yeat  1914 
quite  a  number  of  journals,  as  well  as  other  serial  publications  in 
the  French,  German  and  Italian  languages,  ha\e  ceased  publica- 
tion. TIow  many  and  what  they  are  will  not  be  known  until 
peaceable  conditions  ha\e  been  restored  and  time  allowed  for 
readjustment. 

In  regard  to  new  books,  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase 
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in  the  number  of  new  publications  reeei\e(l  (1()()).  It  was  stated 
in  last  year's  report  that  when  compared  with  1918  there  was  a 
loss  of  about  90  per  cent,  of  books  published  in  the  I'Vench  language, 
about  69  per  cent,  in  the  German,  and  about  34  per  cent,  in  the 
publications  of  Great  Britain.  In  making  the  same  comparisons 
between  the  years  1913  and  1916,  we  find  a  loss  of  81  per  cent,  in 
French,  84  per  cent,  in  German,  and  a  gain  of  7  per  cent,  in  English 
publications.  These  figures,  therefore,  show  a  gain  of  9  per  cent, 
in  the  French;  a  loss  of  19  per  cent,  of  the  German  publications, 
and  an  increase  of  41  per  cent,  of  the  publications  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  year  1915. 

Your  Library  Committee  wishes  to  comment  in  regard  to  the 
storage  of  our  books  and  periodicals  in  open  stacks.  The  stacks 
for  this  Library  were  built  in  the  most  improved  manner  at  the 
time  of  their  erection  in  19()S,  l)eing  fireproof  and  according  to 
the  most  modern  construction,  a  window  opposite  each  aisle  in  the 
stacks  and  a  window  at  the  end  of  the  main  corridor  on  each  floor. 
The  windows  are  of  wired  glass  set  in  a  steel  frame  with  an  auto- 
matic low-fused  steel  fire  curtain  for  each  window.  Light  and  air, 
according  to  the  opinions  of  the  time,  were  considered  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  care  and  preser^-ation  of  books.  It  has  been 
found  impossible  to  fit  steel-cased  windows  sufficiently  tight  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  more  or  less  dirt,  according  to  the  location, 
and  a  most  serious  problem  in  the  use  of  open  stacks  is  to  pre^•ent 
damage  to  books  from  the  constant  handling  in  the  attempt  to 
keep  them  sufficiently  free  from  dust  to  be  ready  when  called  for. 

This  building,  unfortunately,  is  so  situated  that  the  dust  which 
permeates  every  closed  window,  including  the  stacks,  contains  a 
large  percentage  of  soot,  a  form  of  dust  which  cannot  be  entirely 
removed  with  a  high-power  vacuum  cleaner,  but  only  by  wiping 
with  cloths,  resulting  in  a  smudge  which  shows  more  or  less  on 
the  tops  of  the  books.  A  comparison,  if  it  could  be  made  at  present, 
would  show  a  marked  difierence  in  the  general  condition  of  the 
books  that  were  brought  to  this  building  after  twenty-five  years 
in  the  locked  cases  at  Thirteenth  and  Locust  Streets,  and  after 
nine  years  in  their  present  location  in  our  open  stacks.    Modern 
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lighting,  electricity,  forced  ventilation,  and  forced  air  with  exhaust 
in  stacks,  built  without  windows  or  skylights,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  is  the  only  feasible  plan  for  the  proper  care  of  a  large 
collection  of  valuable  books  open  and  ready  for  use  at  all  times. 

It  would  seem  urgently  necessary  that  the  present  system  of 
lighting  and  ventilation  should  be  materially  changed  bj'^  sub- 
stitution of  brick-and-mortar  sealed  windows,  and  all  means  of 
entrance  of  extraneous  air,  dust  and  dirt,  and  that  the  lighting  and 
ventilation  should  be  maintained  by  artificial  means.  If  this,  in 
tlie  opinion  of  your  committee,  is  not  carried  out  it  would  seem 
that  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  before  complete  deterioration  of 
the  books  in  our  stacks  will  take  place.  F'or  this  it  will  take  a 
considerable  expenditure  of  money,  but  under  the  circumstances 
we  can  see  no  other  alternative  but  to  \'ote  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittee the  necessary  funds  to  bring  about  this  very  important 
change  and  alteration  for  the  permanent  care  of  our  books. 

Here  I  wish  to  impress  on  you  the  debt  of  gratitude  that  you 
owe  to  your  Honorable  Librarian  and  the  Library  Committee  for 
their  efforts  in  conducting  the  arduous  and  exacting  duties  relative 
to  maintaining  the  Library  in  its  high  state  of  efficiency  which 
it  has  enjoyed  during  the  past  year.  And  also  to  express  to 
Mr.  Fisher  and  ]\Iiss  Zelner  our  appreciation  of  the  valuable  and 
faithful  services  rendered  by  them  to  the  ^'arious  committees 
whom  they  have  assisted  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  College. 

Your  president  is  pleased  to  announce  that  ]\Ir.  Clement  B. 
Newbold  has  again  added  to  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  we  already 
owe  him  by  founding  the  ]\Iary  Scott  Newbold  Lectureship  Fund, 
amounting  to  six  hundred  dollars  annually,  for  the  pur])ose  of 
enabling  us  to  obtain  distinguished  lecturers  to  address  the  ( 'ollege 
on  subjects  related  to  medicine  or  the  allied  sciences. 

The  Publication  Committee  issued  the  usual  volume  of  Trans- 
actions of  the  College,  consisting  of  499  pages,  which  is  fully  up  to 
the  standard  of  our  pre^•ious  publications,  and  has  been  very  fa\<)r- 
ably  received.     It  is  with  the  ho])e  that  our  Transactions  may  be 
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made  even  more  valuable,  by  combiuiiig  in  tlieni  all  or  part  of 
the  scientific  papers  which  have  been  (leli\'ered  during  the  year, 
including  the  Mutter  lectures  and  the  formal  papers  presented  by 
the  various  sections  of  the  (\)llege.  We  feel  that  this  Committee, 
with  their  painstaking  energy  as  displayed  in  time  past,  will  assure 
us  of  added  value  to  our  publications  in  the  future. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  ]\Iiitter  IMuseum  is  most 
satisfactory.  Dr.  Nelson  M.  Percy,  professor  in  the  Medical 
School  of  the  I'niversit>'  of  Illinois,  delivered  a  very  interesting 
and  instructi\'e  lecture  to  an  ai)preciative  audience  on  "  Pernicious 
Anemia,  with  Special  Reference  to  its  Surgical  Management," 
based  on  a  great  number  of  splenectomies,  illustrated  by  lantern 
slides  and  tables. 

The  Hall  Committee  have  administered  their  responsible  duties 
with  efficiency  and  economy.  There  have  been  no  decided  changes 
or  alterations  for  the  year  just  past.  Carrying  out  the  wishes  of 
Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  a  small  dining-room  is  being  fitted  up  in  the 
rear  of  the  office  of  the  Directory  for  Nurses,  Avhere  distinguished 
visitors  and  speakers  for  the  CAcning  can  be  entertained  prior 
to  the  meeting  of  the  College. 

The  Directory  for  Nurses.  The  Directory  for  Nurses  has 
had  one  of  its  most  active  years,  ha\ing  furnished  to  the  Fellows 
and  to  the  public  almost  3000  nurses,  an  increase  of  nearly  800 
nurses  over  the  previous  year.  This  in  itself  is  an  evidence  of  the 
respect  and  confidence  with  which  this  Department  is  regarded, 
and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  committee  who  have  so  efficiently 
administered  this  important  activity,  which  has  assisted  materially 
the  income  of  the  College. 

Finaxces.  The  Finance  Committee,  of  which  our  honorable 
treasurer  is  an  active  member,  has  made  a  most  elaborate  report 
to  the  College  on  its  receipts  and  expenditures.  The  condition 
of  our  j)r()perties  has  been  systematically  examined,   necessary 
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changes  made  in  insurance,  and  the  financial  interests  of  the 
College  closely  watched  in  every  respect.  Our  securities,  now  in 
the  custody  of  the  Pennsylvania  Company  for  Insurances  on  Li\es 
and  the  Granting  of  Annuities,  are  examined  regularly  by  the 
Finance  Committee  and  found  to  be  intact.  All  of  the  ^•arious 
accounts  of  the  College  have  been  audited  by  a  public  accountant 
and  correspond  to  the  statement  presented  by  the  Treasurer  and 
the  various  committees. 

The  bequest  from  the  Duliring  estate  is  now  operati\e  and  will 
augment  very  materially  our  appropriation  for  maintaining  the 
expenses  of  the  Library  and  at  the  same  time  increase  its  usefulness. 
It  should  enable  us  to  set  aside  from  year  to  year  a  large  proportion 
of  our  income  to  Capital  Account,  and  thus  guard  against  financial 
difficulties  which  might  arise  if  the  city  changes  its  present  method 
of  dealing  with  properties  occupied  by  ecclesiastical,  charitable 
and  educational  institutions,  or  if  our  tenant  at  Thirteenth  and 
Locust  Streets  should  fail  to  renew  the  lease  on  the  property  it 
now  holds. 

Without  going  into  details  with  regard  to  our  securities,  I  would 
state  that  our  real  estate  values  are  approximately  $581,091; 
securities,  $432,460,  and  cash  uninvested,  $31,304;  total,  $1,044,865. 
This  latter  amount  consists  of  small  unexpended  balances  from 
various  funds  of  the  College  that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  in^'ested  up 
to  their  full  amount.    The  Treasurer's  report  has  given  full  details. 

It  is  always  a  dangerous  procedure  for  an  institution  to  advertise 
its  resources,  as  nothing  is  so  disastrous  as  to  impress  upon  the 
charitably  disposed  public  one's  wealth  by  the  indiscriminate 
publishing  of  lists  of  investment.  I  would  suggest  that  a  copy  of 
the  balance  sheet  and  a  list  of  the  securities  be  kept  in  the 
Treasurer's  office  with  instructions  to  the  bookkeeper  to  furnish 
such  information  to  any  of  the  Fellows  who  may  be  desirous  of 
learning  more  about  our  finances  and  their  investments.  We  feel 
that  no  reports  of  any  kind  whatsoever  should  emanate  from  the 
College,  its  officers  or  committees,  which  have  not  had  the  autliori- 
zation  of  the  Council  and  has  been  formally  passed  by  the  College. 
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P'ellowship.  ^^e  pass  iioav  to  consider  some  of  the  policies 
and  activities  of  tiie  College  which  have  been  a  fruitful  source  of 
discussion  for  a  long  time.  Strong  arguments  have  been  advanced 
advocating  the  establishment  of  a  junior  fellowship,  from  which 
Fellows  shall  be  selected  from  time  to  time,  this  membership  to 
possess  practically  all  the  rights  and  privileges  with  some  slight 
restrictions  in  government,  based  on  a  nuich-rcduced  annual  con- 
tribution. It  is  urged  that  by  this  method  the  annual  income  will 
be  increased,  that  the  Fellows  will  have  a  much  more  intimate 
acquaintance  with  prospective  candidates  for  Fellowship,  and  in 
that  way  the  fiber  of  the  College  will  be  enormously  strengthened. 

Others  ad^•ocate  increasing  the  Fellowship  by  lowering  our 
standards  and  admitting  practically  every  candidate  except  for 
some  very  definite  ethical  reasons.  In  that  way  it  is  urged  that 
more  deserving  young  men  can  have  the  use  of  the  Library  and 
the  privileges  of  the  College,  and  in  return  our  scientific  reports 
and  meetings  will  be  richer  in  material  and  the  body  politic  of 
medicine  will  be  enormously  strengthened  by  the  proposed  changes. 

]\Iy  answer  to  the  proposal  to  enlarge  the  College  by  this  means 
is:  We  feel  that  the  history  of  the  College  and  its  traditions,  after 
a  period  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  years,  would  never  have 
attained  the  enviable  position  which  it  now  occupies  had  looser 
methods  been  pursued  in  its  management.  Its  requirements  for 
Fellowship  can  hardly  be  too  high  and  its  doors  for  admission  be 
too  closely  guarded.  The  College  was  designed  by  its  founders 
to  be  and  should  remain  a  thoroughly  representati\e  body,  and  its 
seats  should  be  occupied  by  those  who,  after  years  of  professional 
toil  or  by  literary  labors  or  original  research,  have  achieved 
distinction  in  one  or  se\eral  of  the  departments  of  medicine.  We 
may  be  charged  with  an  attempt  to  foster  an  aristocracy  in 
medicine.  The  charge  would  be  a  rightful  one,  and  there  should 
be  such  an  aristocracy;  not  one  in  an  ofTensixe  sense,  however, 
nor  one  based  on  wealth,  family  or  social  distinction,  but  on  merit 
and  merit  alone,  and  accessible  to  the  humblest  as  to  the  most 
favored  member  of  the  profession. 

The  College  today  occupies  a  unifjue  jjosition  in  the  medical 
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world,  with  its  age,  ancestry,  traditions  and  its  rich  possessions; 
but  these  will  lapse  into  uselessness  if  it  fails  to  maintain  a  li\'e, 
active,  progressive  policy,  with  a  management  that  is  always  alert 
and  that  takes  an  active  part  in  the  various  problems  with  which 
we  are  daily  being  confronted — problems  relating  to  the  lessening 
and  prevention  of  disease,  improvement  of  health  and  sanitation 
and  the  standardization  of  our  medical  schools  and  hospital  work 
and  management.  It  would  seem  wise  that  a  Committee  on 
Sociology  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  formulate  and 
report  plans  for  dealing  with  many  of  these  hospital  problems, 
and  encourage  the  presentation  of  papers  and  discussions  on  the 
most  important  branch  which  deals  so  intimately  with  our  hospital 
patients. 

Another  necessary  acti^■ity  for  the  College  would  be  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Committee  on  Industrial  Hygiene,  for  the  formation 
of  an  intelligent  scheme  for  preventing  many  of  the  diseases 
directly  due  to  defective  labor  conditions  incident  to  light,  heat 
and  proper  ventilation  of  many  of  our  industrial  institutions.  AVe 
should  be  the  first  to  suggest  improvement  on  these  lines  rather 
than  allow  a  group  of  laymen  in  the  Bureau  of  Health  to  suggest 
legislation  to  correct  many  of  these  abuses. 

I  may  be  pardoned  for  calhng  attention  to  some  misunder- 
standing which  may  exist  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Fellows  with 
regard  to  the  election  of  candidates  for  Fellowship.  Persons  are 
often  submitted  for  honors  in  the  College  who  have  contributed 
little  or  nothing  toward  the  advancement  of  medicine  in  any  form, 
by  Fellows  who  have  been  requested  to  present  a  name,  or  again 
as  a  compliment  for  being  called  in  consultation  by  the  prospective 
candidate;  and  when  the  necessary  commendatory  letters  are  sent 
to  the  Council  many  of  them  are  of  such  character  as  to  chill  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  most  ardent  advocates  for  increasing  the 
membership,  as  it  is  plainly  written  between  the  lines  that  the 
candidate  is  lacking  some  of  the  requirements  essential  to FelloAN- 
ship.  This  lack  of  proper  consideration  works  harm  three  ways: 
(1)  the  feelings  of  the  candidate  are  wounded;  (2)  the  proposer 
feels  that  he  has  not  had  proper  consideration  by  the  Council, 
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and  (3)  the  Council  is  resentful  that  they  are  forced  to  assume 
an  unnecessary  responsibility  in  rejecting  a  candidate  who  should 
never  have  been  proposed. 

This  College  must  maintain  an  isolated  position  so  far  as  numbers 
are  concerned.  It  was  never  designed  from  its  earliest  inception 
to  be  a  large  popular  body  of  medical  men.  We  have  other  organi- 
zations which  meet  these  demands,  so  that  no  person  of  any  medical 
activity  should  sufl^^er  for  one  moment  for  an  opportunity  to  find 
an  outlet  to  exploit  his  special  line  of  thought  through  some  of  the 
many  channels  of  medical  activity. 

The  College  with  its  inheritance  and  traditions  has  assumed  a 
great  responsibility  and  has  been  carried  along  by  a  carefully 
selected  group  of  men  whose  responsibilities  have  been  gradually 
increasing.  It  is  now  in  the  nature  of  a  trust  with  large  funds  to 
manage,  new  activities  to  develop,  new  lectureships  to  be  founded 
to  aid  in  special  research  of  all  kinds  which  will  tend  to  the  pre- 
vention of  disease  and  of  hmnan  suffering,  and  to  the  betterment 
and  enlightment  of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth. 

So  are  your  responsibilities  increasing  and  growing  from  year 
to  year,  and  I  know  they  will  be  met  in  the  spirit  of  Rush,  Redman, 
Shippen,  Kuhn,  Hutchinson,  and  later,  Da  Costa,  Mitchell,  Agnew, 
Ashhurst  and  others,  who  truly  had  the  interest  of  this  great 
institution  foremost  in  their  hearts. 

Let  us  visualize  and  think  academically,  so  that  as  time  rolls  on 
we  may  possess  a  greater  and  more  valuable  library,  a  museum 
unique  in  its  collections,  lecture  courses  selected  from  the  best 
sources  that  the  world  can  produce  in  our  respecti^'e  lines  of 
activities,  and  that  our  memorial  garden  to  our  beloved  Sinkler 
may  be  the  resting-place  of  a  great  laboratory  founded  and  sup- 
ported by  philanthropic  citizens  who  have  confidence  in  our 
honorable  body  and  its  management  and  are  willing  that  an 
opportunity  shall  be  given  to  young  in\estigators  to  work  out  and 
develop  many  of  the  problems  which  confront  us  today. 

Our  inheritance  has  been  great;  see  to  it  that  its  treasures  are 
not  dissipated,  but  that  we  guard  it  and  add  to  it  and  make  our- 
selves worthy  of  the  great  trust  that  has  been  conferred  upon  us. 
This  is  mv  earnest  wish. 


